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The Australian Transport Safety
Bureau (ATSB) has found that the
captain of a Boeing 717's decision
to use a non-standard taxi path
with the help of an engineer led to
a ground collision with a Fokker
100 at Paraburdoo airport in
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Western Australia.

The incident happened on 5 October 2016, 3th Annual “Bes
and involved a QantasLink 717 (VH-NXN) 201
which was departing on a scheduled On-Time Perf
passenger service from Paraburdoo to Service A

Perth. The captain had commenced taxiing
from bay 2 for a departure from runway 24
when he sighted another 717 about to land
on runway 06.

The captain quickly assessed that due to ADVERTISING

the limited apron space at the airport, he MARKETPLACE

needed to taxi behind a Network Aviation RECOMMENDATIONS

F100 (VH-NHF) parked on bay 1, to allow

the inbound 717 to pass and taxi to bay 2. F
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Figure 1: Paraburdoo Airport showing runways and parking bays
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He had asked the first officer to request New, Ground-Based
Augmentation System

ground staff to act as a wing walker to

ensure sufficient clearance between the
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two aircraft. An engineer who had been
working on the F100 however observed the
717 taxiing. As the aircraft taxied forward,
the engineer checked the clearance
between its wingtip and the tail of the

F100, and gave the captain the “thumbs Improved Traffic
up” signal to indicate that the aircraft was Colliston Avoldance
clear.

The captain of NXN assumed that the
aircraft was clear and continued taxiing
around the back of the F100. He then
turned the aircraft sharply to the right, with
the aim of leaving enough room for the
inbound 717 to past and continue onto the

UltraFan™ by Rolls-
Royce

taX|Way Ads Powered with

However the engineer expected NXN to
taxi towards the runway. When he saw the
aircraft turn right, he immediately assessed
that the horizontal stabilisers of the two
aircraft might collide and so tried to signal
for the 717 to stop, but was no longer in
the crew's line of vision

By the time the engineer ran towards the
front of the aircraft to alert the captain, the
717s horizontal stabilizer had slid under
the F100's, scraping the surface and
causing minor damage to both aircraft.

https://www.flightglobal.com/news/articles/717-took-abnormal-taxi-path-before-colliding-with-fo-433225/ Page 3 sur5


http://flightglobal.b2b.ntent.com/EN/Interface/Redirect.htm?dest=http%3a%2f%2fflightglobal.b2b.ntent.com%2fEN%2fMicrosites%2f1%2fHoneywell%2fsmarttraffic-traffic-collision-avoidance-system.htm&categories=1135&location=e2921488-7fac-4371-8b26-6b928bff001a&type=1&dl=1&referrer=https%3a%2f%2fwww.flightglobal.com%2fnews%2farticles%2f717-took-abnormal-taxi-path-before-colliding-with-fo-433225%2f&blockindex=0&adindex=2
http://flightglobal.b2b.ntent.com/EN/Interface/Redirect.htm?dest=http%3a%2f%2fflightglobal.b2b.ntent.com%2fEN%2fMicrosites%2f1%2fRollsRoyce%2bCivil%2bAerospace%2fultrafan.htm&categories=1175&location=90f6efee-3fbc-474a-a713-927f091893dd&type=1&dl=1&referrer=https%3a%2f%2fwww.flightglobal.com%2fnews%2farticles%2f717-took-abnormal-taxi-path-before-colliding-with-fo-433225%2f&blockindex=0&adindex=3

ACT
highlights
747F crew's
experience

ACT 747F
crashes in
Kyrgyzstan

Part of rbi

717 took abnormal taxi path before colliding with Fokker 100

The ATSB also found that NXN's crew was
unaware of the inbound 717 until after taxi
had commenced, and that there was no

procedure for the aircraft operator to notify
pilots of the potential for multiple aircraft to
be at Paraburdoo airport at the same time.
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